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ON STAGE
“Trap,” through July 27 at Mud 
Creek Players, 9740 E. 86th St., 
Indianapolis; mudcreekplayers.org

“Go Be Joan,” through July 28, 
Fat Turtle Theatre Company at 
Theater at The Fort, 8920 Otis Ave., 
Lawrence; fatturtletheatre.com

“Failure To Zig-Zag: The Story of 
the USS Indianapolis,” through 
July 28, Carmel Community Play-
ers, at The CAT, 254 Veterans Way, 
Carmel; carmelplayers.org

“La Casa Azul,” through July 28, 
Gregory Hancock Dance Theatre at 
Phoenix Theatre, 705 N. Illinois St., 
Indianapolis; lacasaazulthemusical.
com.

“Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story,” 
through Aug. 18,  Beef & Boards 
Dinner Theatre, 9301 N. Michigan 
Road; www.beefandboards.com

(“Miss You Like Hell,” by 
Fonseca Theatre closed due to 
venue concerns in hot weather)

OPENING
“A Chorus Line” through July 28 
at Booth Tarkington Civic Theatre, 
The Center for the Performing Arts, 
Carmel; http://www.civictheatre.org

“Mary Jane,” through Aug. 18, 
Summit Performance at Phoenix 
Theatre, 705 N. Illinois St., 
Indianapolis; phoenixtheatre.org
July 26-Aug. 4

“The Adventure of the Speckled 
Band”  through Aug. 4, Main Street 
Productions, 1836 W. SR 32, West-
field; www.westfieldplayhouse.org
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Hot summer on Indy stages
This time of year is traditionally “slow” for live theatre, but actually we’ve been very 
busy. And now attentions are turning towards IndyFringe:
* ONYXFEST -- The annual celebration of African-American voices is this Thursday 
through Sunday.
* The Longest Dinner -- Annual fundraiser is Aug. 6.
* IndyFringe Festival returns Aug. 15-24, starting with preview night, Wednesday, 
Aug. 16, at the Murat Shriners, 502 N. New Jersey.
Get all the details at www.indyfringe.org.

REVIEWS
See full reviews at the website, www.playswithjohnandwendy.com

CCP: Trial drama revisits USS Indianapolis tragedy
The story of the USS Indianapolis, a World War II heavy cruiser sunk by a Japanese 
submarine after delivering essential parts of the first atomic bomb, is well known to 
Hoosiers. But less known is the fact that the ship’s captain, Charles McVay III, was 
court-martialed afterward – the only U.S. commander to ever face charges for losing 
a vessel in wartime. This is portrayed in the drama “The Failure to Zig-Zag,” present-
ed by Carmel Community Players. Examining the trial, as well as the events that 
led up to it, the play combines courtroom drama with flashbacks to the ship and the 
survivors’ ordeal, lending elements of horror.

Fat Turtle @ the Fort: Go see ‘Joan’
Joan Wright was once an “author, traveler and businesswoman,” but in the three 
years since her husband died she has just been Joanie, a lonely woman spending 
her days in a bathrobe, knitting and watching the world out her back window. But 
changes are coming. Her adult daughters are planning to move halfway across the 
country, and suddenly an old friend is in her living room, inviting her to a gathering of 
“the old gang” to celebrate her upcoming birthday. It’s exciting, and a bit frightening, 
but does it feel right? This is the essence of the new drama, “Go Be Joan,” by Na-
thaniel Adams, a premiere by Fat Turtle Theatre at Theater at the Fort.

Stunning tribute to artist’s life in GHDT’s ‘La Casa Azul’
“La Casa Azul” was “The Blue House,” the place where Mexican artist Frida Kahlo’s 
life both began and ended, the place she always called home, no matter where her 
celebrated and tragic life took her. “La Casa Azul: The Musical” is a newly-revised 
production by Gregory Hancock Dance Theatre playing at the Phoenix Theatre. It 
combines dance and sung-through drama, much like a cross between a ballet and an 
opera with Latin-flavored music. The actors all embody various individuals and cho-
rus parts, with the exceptions of Valerie Nuccio as Kahlo and JL Rey as her husband, 
muralist Diego Rivera – who vividly resemble their real-life counterparts – and Abigail 
Lessaris as La Muerte, the beautiful dancing embodiment of Death.
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